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When comparing the requirements for classification as an EIl immigrant to the requirements for
classification as an O-1 nonimmigrant, it is important tc keep in mind that the O-1 nonimmigrant
classification consists of three distinct categories of aliens.

1. Aliens of extraordinary ability in the fields of sclence, education, business or athletics,
2. Aliens of extraordinary ability in the field of arts.
3. Aliens of extraordipary achievement with respect to motion pictures and television.

Each of these categories is defined differently. Only 0-1 aliens of extraordinary ability in the
fields of science, education, business, and athletics have essentially the same definition as Ell
aliens of extraordinary ability in the fields of science, arts, education, business, or athletics. The
definitions for aliens of extraordinary ability in the field of arts and aliens of extraoxdinary
achievemeént in motion pictures and television show that 0-1 aliens in those classifications are held

to a much lower standard:

0-1 - Extraordinary ability in the field of arts: Means distinction. Distinction means a_high
level of achievement in the field of arts evidenced by a degree of skill and recogn:!.t:l.on
substantially above that ordinarily encountered to the extent that a person described as prominent
is renowned, leading, or well-known in the field of arts.

.0-1 - Extraordinary -achievement with respect to motion pictures and television:...as commonly
defined in the industry, means a very high level of accomplishment in the wmotion picture OI
television industry evidenced by a degree of skill and recognition significantly above that
‘ordinarily encountered to the extent that the person is recognized as outstanding, notable, OT
leading in the motion picture or televisgicn field.

Classification as an 0-1 nonimmigrant in either of these two categories would not be determinative that
the alien could be classified as an E1l immigrant. However, classification as an 0-1 nonimmigrant iR
tpe category of extraordinary ability in the field of science, education, business, or athletics 18
highly indicative that the alien is also classifiable 'as an Ell jmmigrant. The following chart is a
comparison of the definition and requirements for O-1 aliems of extraordinary achievement in the field
Of_science, education, business, and athletics and Ell aliens of extraordinary ability in the field of
science, arts, education, business, and athletics.
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